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Who determines the meaning of a text? 

• The Author? 
• Author of the Bible: God/Man 

 

In a nutshell,  

the task of our Bible reading is to determine the author’s 
meaning, and then respond appropriately.  







How do I respond to the Bible? 



PSALM 23  
Shared Truths 

• God leads us and restores us 

• God provides for his people 

• We should be righteous, to glorify God 

• We should be holy as God is Holy 

• God provides an environment for our peace 

• We can rely on God 

• God has our benefit in mind as he leads us 

• There is security in following God 

• God is present through our times of difficulty 

• We are chosen to be with God 

• We are important to God 

• God provides for us,  

• God is not affected by his enemies 

 

 



How do I respond to the Bible? 



PSALM 23  
Main Idea 

• God’s love is all powerful, and totally available to us 

• God provides our salvation, as we trust him 

• God is a part of every aspect of our life 

 

 



How do I respond to the Bible? 



How do I respond to the Bible? 



Shared Truth of Psalm 23:  
God is trustworthy 



BAD EXAMPLES 



J. Richard Middleton & Brian J. Walsh, Truth Is Stranger  

Than It Used To Be: Biblical Faith in a Postmodern Age  

(Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1995): 81 



PSALM 23  
Responses 




