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DEAD SEA SCROLLS



JOHN RYLANDS FRAGMENT OF JOHN 18



CODEX VATICANUS



Author / Book* Date Written Earliest Copies Time Gap No. of Copies Percent Accuracy

Hindu, Mahabharata 13th cent BC 90

Homer, Iliad 800 BC 643 95

Herodotus, History 480-425 BC AD 900 1350 years 8

Thucydides, History 460-400 BC AD 900 1300 years 8

Plato 400 BC AD 900 1300 years 7

Demosthenes 300 BC AD 1100 1400 years 200

Caesar, Gallic Wars 100-44 BC AD 900 1000 years 10

Livy, History of Rome 59 BC - AD 17 partial 4th c., mostly 10th c 400 / 1000 years 1 partial, 19 copies

Tacitus, Annals AD 100 AD 1100 1000 years 20

Pliny Secundus, Natural History AD 61-113 AD 850 750 years 7

New Testament AD 50-100 AD 114 (frag) 50 +/- years

AD 200 (books) 100 years

AD 250 (most of NT) 150 years

AD 325 (complete) 225 years 5600 + 99+

* From Norman Geisler & William Nix’s, A General Introduction to the Bible (p. 408), ** Recent textual counts from Sean McDowell 


